
How home computers can help close the digital divide 

 

In an increasingly digital world, it can be easy to take computers for granted. We use them 

for everything from buying groceries to accessing government services like Medicare and 

Centrelink through the MyGov portal. Young people are similarly reliant on computers, using 

them to complete their schoolwork and stay connected with their friends. Sadly, not all 

children have equal access to information and computer technology (ICT) and many 

disadvantaged children are at risk of being left behind by their digitally literate peers. 

 

Foster children are at particular risk of slipping through the cracks when it comes to ICT 

skills. The unstable living arrangements, poverty, family disruption and inconsistent 

schooling that are the unfortunate facts of life for so many foster children, are also 

contributing factors of low ICT literacy. To add to this problem, as the population's overall 

computer literacy continues to grow, many schools now run under the assumption that their 

students have access to computers and the internet to complete homework and research 

assignments. 

 

That is why it is so important for foster children to have regular access to computers in their 

home. Young people who have been provided with home computers and internet access have 

increased ICT literacy, which will later translate into skills for the workplace and 

independent living. And it is not just foster children who can benefit from computer access; 

the internet can also open up a world of online support systems and social groups for their 

carers and families. 

 

What can you do to promote essential computer skills in your foster children? 

When your family budget is already stretched, the thought of buying expensive technology 

can be overwhelming. You will need to consider the initial costs of purchasing a computer, as 

well as ongoing costs such as internet connections, malware protection and servicing fees. 

Whilst one option is to utilise the computers available in schools, libraries and community 

centres, it is important that foster children have home access to a computer, in order to reach 

their full ICT potential. Thankfully, there are many government and community organisations 

that can assist in providing both computer access and skills to foster children: 

 

National Innovation and Science Agenda 



The Australian Government is providing $51 million towards digital literacy in young people. 

This includes ICT summer schools, grants, events and programs for primary and high school 

students. Visit www.innovation.gov.au 

 

Local Educational Assistance Program (LEAP) 

LEAP is a Sydney-based program funded by the community, local business and the 

government. The program offers one-on-one tutelage to help year 12 students reach their 

educational and career goals. Visit www.facs.nsw.gov.au 

	
Computer Bank, Computers for Young and Old, and Work Ventures 

These three NSW organisations recycle and refurbish unwanted computers from the 

community. They offer free or low-cost computers to disadvantaged people on a case-by-case 

basis. Some of these companies can also cheaply repair and service broken computers. Visit 

www.givenow.com.au/otherways/electricals 

 

The Smith Family 

The Smith Family provides refurbished computers and 12 months of free internet 

connections, as well as basic training for caregivers through their Tech Packs program. 

Children can also join in the Learning Clubs to build ICT skills. Visit 

www.thesmithfamily.com.au/programs  
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